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In Flanders Fields
\\ords b1' Dr. John llcCrae
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Flanders. a forn-rer count\ on the North Sea. \\'as the hearr of cconor.nrc and politrcal
derelopnrent in the lou'countries during the \{iddle Ages. It included thc prc\ent
Beleian provinces of \\iest and East Flanders iind parts of rlodern France and thc
Netherlands. With its favorrrbl* iocation on the -\ea. Flanders became a uealthr trad-
ins center u'ith numerous industrial louns. such as Bruses and Ghent.

Flanders has been the -scene of repeated liarfare from the time of the Crusades in the
l2th Centurl'through the Hundred Years'\\'ar in the f .ith Centurr. and from the
Spanish \Vars in the 1600s and I 700s to extraordinan battles durins \\'orld War I.

In l9l9 Dr. John l\,lcCrae \\'rote the -stirring pocm entitled ltt Fltutders Flr:Lir. In i5
short lines. IlcCrae cilptures the coutilge. r'alor. aue and ,stark realin of ',rar. The
irnages he inrokc-s of voung pcople's lircs. once so full of hope itnd be-aut\. \'an-
quished b1' the ravages o1'r^.arfare. are some of the mo-st moring erer penned. 
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this day', it continue: to be an emotional salute to the vourrg men and uor.nen vuho

hare given their iire-s in urrrfri-c'protecting the lands. the people and the dreams lve
cherish most. His challenge to take up the torch ot the tallcn uan'iors is as desperate
a challenge to remember Lls anv ue riill find in the English language.

On Veterans or Remembrance Davs rn North Americii ue often \\lear a poppl'blos-
solr on our lapel to salute our fallc-n uarriors. This beautiful gesture ri'as encouraged
bv the vivid rvords of Dr. \lcCrae's poem. From the intrepid battle fields of
Gettysburg and Bull Run. Europe and the Pacific. Korea. Vietnam. the Persian Gulf
and ail of the battles before and after. *e do our best to remember the :acriiice of
others who protected our dreams and realities. Lest u'e tor.eet. Itr Flurtders Fields
rvill be there to remind us. \\-e [.rpe thut this musiciil setting of these irnmortal
words will move vou to remernber and be grateful.

John Jacobson and Roger Emerson


